Week 1 - MTN and What We Believe

I.  Welcome & Prayer
II.  Getto know one another
III.  Intro: Six-week course of what we believe at MTN, and some essentials of
scripture. These include:
IV.  MTN Vision, Mission, Core Values and Statement of Faith

The MTN Church

The MTN Church is a Bible based, Spirit-led congregation of Jesus seekers and followers who
believe in the power of God’s love to move mountains, break chains, overcome obstacles and
make meaningful changes in individual lives and the world around us.

MISSION

The Mission of MTN is to fulfill the biblical mandates to love Jesus, love people, move mountains
and walk on water by living lives of courage, compassion, and unwavering faith, with a powerful
trust in God to work miracles in seemingly impossible situations.

VISION

The Vision of MTN is to establish a Christian community of like-minded, Spirit-filled believers
who are equipped to live, worship, love and serve Jesus within the MTN ministries through their
own unique personality and giftedness. We envision seeing lives transformed through the power
of Christ’s love and genuine heart-healing for the MTN family, providing complete wholeness in
the life of every believer. We envision the “Love Our City” ministry bringing Christ’s love and
transformative power to those struggling in poverty, homelessness, and addiction.

We envision establishing a “City on a Hill”, a venue or property that will allow MTN the
opportunity to be a shining light in our community. The property will be tailored to host a full
city expression of business, including retail, leisure, and recreation to meet both spiritual and
practical needs. The venue will provide an opportunity to host city gatherings and realize a cash
flow that will provide for all facility and operational needs. As such, we envision 100% of MTN
tithes and offerings financially supporting the ministry endeavors to reach our city, nation and
world.



CORE VALUES

Loving and honoring Jesus is the most important thing we do. We center all things on Christ.
Colossians 1:18 - “Christ is also the Head of the church, which is His body. He is the beginning, supreme
over all who rise from the dead. So He is first in everything.”

Love People
We love and honor others, and are caring and real in our relationships.
IJohn 4:7-8 - “Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who
loves is a child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is
love.”

Biblical Authority

God’s Word is always true, and is the foundation for daily life.
2 Timothy 3:16 - “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true, and to make us
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.”

House of Prayer
Jesus said His house should be a house of prayer. God has made us His temple; not made of stone,
but of flesh and blood. We speak to Him and listen to His voice in individual prayer as well as the
church worship experience.
Philippians 4:6-7 - “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds inChrist Jesus,”

Genuine Worship
We embrace hosting God’s presence well, and worship Him in Spirit and in truth in our daily lives
and in the church experience.

John 4:24 - “For God is Spirit, so those who worship Him must worship in Spirit and in truth.”

Spirit-Led
We hear and sense the leading of the Holy Spirit and seek to follow Him always.
John 16:13 - “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all truth, for He will not speak on His
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to
come.”

Adventurous Faith
We ask and expect great things from God.
Ephesians 3:20-21 - “Now all glory to God, who is able, through His mighty power at work within us, to
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory to Him in the church in Christ Jesus
through all generations forever and ever! Amen.”



Radical Generosity
Giving of ourselves, our time and resources is a privilege and an indicator of surrendered
obedience to Heavenly Father.
Acts 20:35 - “And I have been a constant example of how you can help those in need by working hard.
You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Statement of Faith

INSPIRED WORD OF GOD

We believe that the Bible (i.e. the Old and New Testaments), is the inspired Word of God, the
infallible, all sufficient rule for faith and practice.

2 Timothy 3:16 - “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true, and to make us
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.”

UNITY OF THE ONE TRUE AND LIVING GOD

We believe in the unity of the one true and living God who is the eternal, self-existent “I AM”,
Who has also revealed Himself as One being co-existing in three persons — Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.

2 Cor 13:14 - “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.”

Col 2:9 - “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form”

Matt 2819 - “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”

LIFE OF JESUS

We believe in the virgin birth, sinless life, miraculous ministry, substitutionary atoning death,
bodily resurrection, triumphant ascension and abiding intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ and
in His personal, visible, bodily return in power and glory as the blessed hope of all believers

Is 9:6, 1 John 3:5, Matt 15:30, Mark 15:37-39, 1 Peter 2:24, Matt 28:2-27, Acts 1:10-11, Luke 24:50-51, Luke
21:25-28, 1 Thes 4:16-17

FALL OF MAN

We believe in the fall of man, who was created pure and upright, but fell by voluntary
transgression.



Gen 3, Romans 5:12-21
SALVATION THROUGH FAITH

We believe in salvation through faith in Christ, who, according to the Scriptures, died for our sins,
was buried and was raised from the dead on the third day, and that through His blood we have
redemption. This experience is known as the new birth, and is an instantaneous and complete
work of the Holy Spirit upon initial faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Eph 2:4-10, Titus 2:11-14
BAPTISM BY IMMERSION IN WATER

We believe that all who have truly repented and believed in Christ as Lord and Savior are
instructed to be baptized by immersion in water.

Acts 2:38-41, Romans 6:4
BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

We believe in the baptism in the Holy Spirit as an enduement of the believer with power for life
and service, the essential biblical evidence of which is the gifts of the Spirit, with the greatest
expression being love.

Mark 1:8, Acts 1:4-5
GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

We believe in the operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the gifts of Christ in the church
today.

1Cor 12:4-6,1 Cor 12:7-11
HOLINESS OF LIFE
We believe in holiness of life and conduct in obedience to the command of God.
Heb 12:14, Rom 6:22, 2 Cor 7:1
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

We believe that God designed marriage as a lifelong commitment between one man and one
woman for their joy, the strengthening of society, and the procreation of children. Children are a
blessing and heritage of the Lord.

Eph 5:22-33, Matt 19:2-9, Psalm 127:3, Matt 18:10

DIVINE HEALING



We believe that deliverance from sickness, by divine healing is provided for in the atonement.

Psalm 103:2-5, 3 John 2, Acts 4:29-30, James 5:14-16, 2 Cor 12:7-10

RESURRECTION OF ALL WHO TRULY BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST

We believe in the bodily resurrection of all believers, and dwelling eternally in the presence of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Those who do not surrender their hearts and lives to Christ will live in eternal
darkness, separated from God.

1 Cor 15:51-52, Rom 8:11



Week 2 - Grace and the Process of Transformation

1. Transformation and Grace
a. Transformation - change or renewal from a life that no longer conforms to the
ways of the world to one that pleases God; internal change leading to external
difference
i. 2 Cor 3:18, Rom 12:1-2
b. Grace - the unmerited gift of favor from God; getting what you don’t deserve
i.  Ascompared to mercy, which is not getting what you deserve
ii. Eph2:8-9
c. Relationship between transformation and grace
i.  Notalways at the speed we want
ii. =~ When we examine our lives we are not who we want to be, and when we
look back we are definitely not who we were. God is transforming us.
2. Transformed by the Spirit
a. Ezekiel 11:18-20
i. A “heart of stone” is cold, impenetrable, stubborn, and unrepentant. God
sent Ezekiel to speak to the people about changing their ways, about
examining their attitudes and priorities. Yet, right in the middle of a harsh
judgment toward the people, Ezekiel shares this promise that God wants to
change their hearts. It’s something God will do, but it also requires some
action from the one whose heart is cold and hard. It’s a both/and scenario:
God does something, and we do something. The warning is that people
whose hearts are still divided and devoted to other things won’t be
transformed.

e Having a stone-cold heart is a miserable thing. It
makes life harder than it has to be. Turning back to
God can be a huge, courageous step, especially if it
means leaving old habits and attitudes behind. But
the promise of having an undivided heart and God’s
Spirit in a heart of flesh is definitely the better way.
It’s what God desires for our lives. It makes a radical
change in life worth every effort, and we can do it in
God’s strength.

b. John 14:26
i.  As]Jesus tells his disciples that he is leaving, he shares news about a new
mentor. Jesus announces that the Spirit of truth is coming to be with his
followers forever.

The Spirit has many mentoring roles in the lives of believers. Among other
things, the Spirit reminds us of what Christ has taught us. The Spirit
produces fruit in our lives (Galatians 5:22-23). The Spirit convicts us of our



7

sin (John 16:8). The Spirit testifies about Jesus and challenges us to testify
also (John 15:26-27). God has placed his Spirit within us to focus us on the
truth. The Spirit mentors us by reminding us of God’s teaching. We will be
convicted of our sin by his instruction revealed to us in Scripture.

The Spirit mentors us day by day without our having to schedule an
appointment. All we need to do is come with a willing heart to hear God’s
Word. The Spirit will do the heavy lifting of convicting our hearts and
reshaping our lives.

3. Transformed by “adding”
a. 2 Peter 1:1-11

i

The apostle Peter encourages us to “add” to our faith. The Greek word for
“add” in this text means generous and costly cooperation.

Peter used this rich word to help us picture the generous grace of God. We
are saved by grace—and this is wholly a gift! Yet we are called to participate
as well—to add “good character, spiritual understanding, alert discipline,
passionate patience, reverent wonder, warm friendliness, and generous
love” (The Message).

May the Spirit equip us to cooperate with God in living out a Christian life,
which is possible only through his generosity and strength. God wants us
to be effective and productive in growing to know Jesus, who has added so
much to our lives.

4. Transformation often starts small
a. Matthew 13:31-35

1.

Our text describes yeast being mixed into flour; some translations of the
Bible describe the yeast as hidden in the flour. The idea is that when the
yeast is mixed or hidden in the flour to make dough, no one can see it
anymore. It’s so small that it seems to be gone!

But although the yeast is small, it has a large effect. Jesus describes
someone mixing up about 60 pounds of flour—that would make a lot of
dough! Can you picture how much bread would come from all that mixed
flour? A transformation would take place as the yeast did its work, making
the dough rise! What a difference a little yeast can make!

As Jesus says, the kingdom of heaven is like that. It may seem small, but it
makes an amazing, transformative difference.



5. Transformation means guarding your heart/spiritual disciplines
a. Prov 423
b. Luke 18:9-14

1

When you hear the phrase spiritual disciplines, you might think of
missionaries who travel to foreign countries or people who have taken
vows of poverty. You might think spiritual disciplines are reserved for
eccentric or unique individuals who love the Lord—and you might not
consider yourself a person like that.

In Jesus’ day, the Pharisees defined their spiritual stature by their
disciplines. They believed they were superior because of their spiritual
habits, such as fasting. That kind of mindset leads lots of people to believe
that spiritual disciplines are only for the “spiritual elite.”

But when Jesus tells his followers the traits he is looking for, he does not
mention disciplines such as prayer, fasting, or confession. He indicates that
he is looking for lives that have been transformed. He wants to see
followers who feed the hungry, visit the imprisoned, and clothe the naked
(see Matthew 25). The purpose of disciplines is not to show our holiness.
They are exercises that help us grow nearer to God.

Spiritual disciplines do not earn us favor with God, but they can help us
grow. Even if you have never thought about practicing spiritual disciplines,
you probably already have some habits that help you grow nearer to God.
Whenever you pray, attend worship, read the Bible, or do daily devotions,
you are setting aside time to develop a habit to help you know God more
fully.



Week 3 - The Holy Spirit

I.  The Holy Spirit Convicts and Leads Us to Repentance

A. One of the essential roles of the Holy Spirit is to convict us of our sins and lead us
to repentance.

B. John 16:8, Jesus said, "When [the Holy Spirit] comes, he will convict the world
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.”

C. The Holy Spirit gently tugs at our hearts, showing us where we have fallen short,
and guides us towards repentance and forgiveness. Through this process, we
experience spiritual renewal and growth.

1. The Holy Spirit makes Jesus real to us.

II.  The Holy Spirit Teaches and Reminds Us of God's Word

A. InJohn 14:26, Jesus promised, "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance
all that I have said to you."

B. The Holy Spirit serves as our divine teacher, helping us understand and apply
God's Word in our daily lives.

C. Itisthrough the Holy Spirit that we gain insight, wisdom, and a deeper connection
to the scriptures.

1. The Holy Spirit turns theology into experience. 1 Cor 4:20

III.  The Holy Spirit Provides Comfort and Strength

A. Life often presents us with challenges, trials, and moments of deep sorrow. In
these times, the Holy Spirit acts as our Comforter.

B. InJohn 14:16, Jesus said, "And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Helper, to be with you forever."

C. The Holy Spirit comforts us, offering solace, peace, and strength, reminding us
that we are never alone in our struggles.

1. The Holy Spirit ministers grace to us.

IV.  The Holy Spirit Equips Us with Spiritual Gifts and Brings Fruit

A. The Holy Spirit bestows spiritual gifts upon believers, empowering them to serve
others and fulfill their God-given purposes.

B. In1Corinthians 12:7, it is written, "To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good." These gifts vary but may include wisdom, knowledge,
faith, healing, and more.

C. The Holy Spirit equips us, guiding us to use our unique gifts to edify the body of
Christ and make a positive impact on the world.

1. The Holy Spirit empowers us.
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V. The Holy Spirit Leads and Directs Our Paths

A. Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make
straight your paths.”

B. The Holy Spirit serves as our divine GPS, guiding us in making decisions,
discerning God's will, and navigating the complexities of life. By seeking the
Spirit's guidance, we can walk confidently in the path God has set for us.

C. The Holy Spirit is not a distant, abstract concept but a loving and active presence
in the lives of believers. Through conviction, teaching, comfort, gifting, and
guidance, the Holy Spirit plays a vital role in our spiritual journey. As we lean on
the Holy Spirit's wisdom and guidance, we experience a deeper connection to our
faith and a greater sense of purpose.

1. The Holy Spirit guides us.

VL.  Spiritual Gifts
Scripture tells us that spiritual gifts are more than mere talents; they are divinely granted
capabilities intended to empower Christians to perform specific, God-ordained functions
within the body of Christ. The Apostle Paul's letters to the Corinthians and Romans,
among other passages, offer profound insights into the variety and purpose of these gifts,
underscoring their role in fostering unity, building faith, and spreading the Gospel.
Understanding and utilizing these spiritual gifts is pivotal for every believer aiming to
harmonize personal faith with communal growth and divine will.

A. What Are Spiritual Gifts?

Spiritual gifts are special abilities given by the Holy Spirit to faithful followers of
Christ. These gifts are meant to serve as tools for building up the church,
evangelizing, and enhancing the community’s spiritual strength and harmony.
Unlike natural talents, which are abilities people are born with or develop through
practice, spiritual gifts are believed to be supernaturally received.

The concept is primarily derived from key passages in the New Testament,
particularly in Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4. These scriptures
provide the foundation for understanding how these gifts can be manifested and
their purpose in the believer's life and the life of the church community. Romans
12:4-8 says:

“For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the
same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to
us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving;
the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the
one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does
acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.” (ESV)



1
. List of Spiritual Gifts:

Spiritual gifts vary widely and include:

Prophecy: The ability to receive and proclaim a message from God.

Serving: The talent to faithfully serve others and help in their needs, often behind
the scenes.

Teaching: The capability to teach from the Bible accurately and apply its lessons to
life.

Encouragement: Offering comfort, motivation, and reassurance to others.

Giving: The readiness to give resources with generosity and cheerfulness.
Leadership: The aptitude for leading, managing, and steering the church or its
groups with diligence and dedication.

Mercy: Showing deep empathy and compassion for the suffering and needy.
Healing: The miraculous power to cure illness and restore health.

Wisdom: The gift of making wise decisions and giving counsel according to God's
will.

Knowledge: The ability to understand, organize, and effectively use information
for the edification of the church.

Faith: Exhibiting exceptionally strong trust in God and His promises, inspiring
others.

How to Discover Your Spiritual Gifts

Identifying your spiritual gifts is a journey of self-discovery and spiritual
examination. Here are a few steps to help you uncover your God-given gifts:

Pray and meditate: Seek guidance and clarity through prayer, asking God to reveal
His gifts to you.

Study scripture: Familiarize yourself with the biblical texts that discuss spiritual
gifts (Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4).

Experience and experiment: Get involved in various church activities and roles to
see where you might feel most fulfilled and effective.

Seek feedback: Talk to church leaders and members who might identify spiritual
gifts in you that you haven't noticed.

Spiritual gifts assessment: Many churches and religious organizations offer tools
and surveys that can help pinpoint your spiritual strengths.

. The Importance of Recognizing Your Spiritual Gifts
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Understanding your spiritual gifts can transform your life and how you engage
with your church and community. It can:

Enhance community functioning: Just as each organ in the body has a purpose,
every member of a church has a role that their spiritual gifts equip them to play
(Romans 12:4).

Provide personal fulfillment: Engaging your spiritual gifts can lead to profound
personal satisfaction and a sense of purpose, as you're doing what you were
divinely appointed to do.

Maximize church impact: Utilizing your gifts can significantly affect your
community and beyond, promoting a healthier, more vibrant environment.
Promote spiritual growth: Working within your spiritual gifts can lead to deeper
spiritual maturity and understanding.

Moreover, spiritual gifts are not just for the benefit of your local church or
community — they're also critical in mission work. Whether it's through
prophecy, teaching, healing, or another gift, using your spiritual gifts on a mission
can magnify the impact of your efforts and bring about lasting change in the lives
of others. This practice not only spreads spiritual knowledge and aid but also
fosters a global community connected through faith and service.

Take Spiritual Gift Assessment by Peter Wagoner, or the electronic version below.
Be prepared to share next week about your results.
a. https://giftstest.com/
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Week 4 - Finding Spiritual Gifts and Defining Spiritual Disciplines

I.  Finding Your spiritual Gifts by Peter Wagner.
A. Take assessment

B. Score results
C. Discuss findings and categories
II.  Define Spiritual Disciplines and concept of “Rule of Life”
A. Acommitment to live your life in a particular way: crafted with prayer and
discernment, in partnership with God
1. Silence and Solitude with Jesus
a) Prayer
(1) Luke 18:10-14
(2) Matt 6:5-13
b) Studying God’s Word
(1) 2tim2:15
(2) Heb 4:12
(3) Josh1:8
(4) Psalm 119:105
¢) Knowing yourself- transformed from the inside out
(1) Psalm 139
(2) Emotional health
2. How We Live Each Day
a) A Lifestyle of Generosity
(1) Luke 6:2-4
(2) Matt 10:42
(3) Matt 25:35-36, 40
(4) Luke 6:30
(5) 2 Cor 9:6-7
b) Utilizing Spiritual Gifts
(1) 1Cor12:1-11
(2) Rom 12:4-8



(3) 1Cor12,13,14
¢) ALife In Community and Service
(1) 1Cor1:10
(2) 1John 17
(3) Col 313
(4) John 15:12-13
(5) Rom 1:11-situation
(6) Heb10:25
(7) Heb 13:17
(8) Eph 4:11-12
d) A Life of Worship
(1) Romans 12:1-2
(2) John 42124
(3) Psalm 63:1-8
e) Pressing On
(1) Phil 3:13-1

14
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Week 5 - Continuing Discipleship and Emotional, Physical and Spiritual Health

The Way of Jesus by Eugene H. Peterson*

1. Bewith jesus
2. Become like Him
3. Doashedid

*The Way of Jesus* by Eugene H. Peterson is a book that explores what it means to live as a disciple of
Jesus in a practical, everyday sense. Peterson focuses on how the Christian life should be shaped by
following Jesus' teachings and example, emphasizing a life of relationship with God over religious rituals
or systems.

JESUS AS THE CENTER: Jesus is the focal point of the Christian life. Following His way means
focusing on His life, His teachings, and His mission to bring reconciliation, love, and truth into
the world.

EVERYDAY DISCIPLESHIP: Following Jesus is not about grand, religious actions but about how we
live our ordinary lives. It's about integrating Jesus’ teachings into daily routines, relationships,
work, and community.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION: Spiritual growth and maturity comes through a steady, long-term
relationship with God. It is important to engage in practices like prayer, reading Scripture, and
reflecting on how to live out God’s word.

THE ROLL OF THE CHURCH: The community of believers (the church) is a vital space where
spiritual growth happens. It is important to be a part of a local church and see church life as a
place for mutual support, accountability, and learning.

COUNTERCULTURAL LIVING: Following the way of Jesus means living differently from the
prevailing culture. Jesus's teachings often challenge societal norms, calling His followers to
humility, service, forgiveness, and love, even when it goes against self-centered cultural values.
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HOLISTIC FAITH: A holistic approach to faith, where every aspect of life—spiritual, physical,
emotional, and social—is aligned with the values and principles of Jesus, is important. A seamless
integration of faith into all areas of life is crucial.

In summary, *The Way of Jesus* is about shaping life around the example of Jesus, focusing on
authentic discipleship, spiritual formation, and living out one's faith in practical, everyday ways.

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality by Peter Scazzero*

Contemplative spirituality focuses on classic practices and concerns such as:

o

o O O O O

O

Awakening and surrendering to God’s love in any and every situation

Positioning ourselves to hear God and remember his presence in all we do
Communing with God, allowing him to fully indwell the depth of our being
Practicing silence, solitude, and a life of unceasing prayer

Resting attentively in the presence of God

Understanding our earthly life as a journey of transformation toward ever-increasing
union with God

Finding the true essence of who we are in God

Loving others out of a life of love for God

Developing a balanced, harmonious rhythm of life that enables us to be aware of the
sacred in all of life

Adapting historic practices of spirituality that are applicable today

Allowing our Christian lives to be shaped by the rhythms of the Christian calendar rather
than the culture

Living in committed community that passionately loves Jesus above all else.

Emotional health and contemplative spirituality offer three primary gifts. Each enables us to
participate in the enormous transformative power of Jesus Christ today. They are:

(e]

(e]

o

The gift of slowing down
The gift of anchoring in God’s love
The gift of breaking free from illusions.
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Week 6 - Meet the MTN Leadership team

Each member of the team will introduce themselves and their ministry. There will be time to ask
questions.

End with prayer and next steps in Discipleship at MTN Church.



